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Background
Laraine Russo Harper served for six years as the madam of a 
well-known brothel in Pahrump, Nevada, sixty miles west of Las 
Vegas. She spearheaded a dramatic transformation of the brothel 
from a dingy collection of trailers into a luxury resort. 
  Harper has spoken before Mensa and UNLV on the subject of legal 
prostitution. She has also been interviewed by Canadian, British and 
American television regarding how legal and illegal prostitution 
affects society.
  Harper no longer works in the industry but she still lives in 
Pahrump with her husband and seven dogs.  

Topics
• Legal Prostitution vs. Illegal 
Prostitution

• Sex for Sale: The Real Story

• Couples who utilize brothel 
services

• The Experience of Disabled 
Brothel Customers

• The 40 Year Old Virgin: 
Parents who bring their virgin 
sons to brothels

• Too Attached: When 
Customers Try to Build 
Relationships With Women Who 
Work in the Brothels

Books
Legal Tender: True Tales of a Brothel Madam


